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In Turkey, people who have dedicated their lives to 
defending the human rights of journalists, activists and 
other dissenting voices are themselves in danger. 
Ten of them, including Idil Eser of Amnesty International 
and Özlem Dalkıran of Avaaz and Citizens’ Assembly, 
were arrested in Istanbul on 5 July. Known as the Istanbul 
10 they, along with Amnesty’s Taner Kılıç, are being tried 
for terrorism-related crimes – an absurd accusation 
intended to stifle their human rights activism. They are 
currently in prison.  
The Istanbul 10 are: Idil Eser, Özlem Dalkıran, Günal Kurşun, 
Veli Acu, Ali Gharavi, Peter Steudtner, İlknur Üstün, Şeyhmus 
Özbekli, Nejat Taştan and Nalan Erkem. Taner Kılıç is being 
tried with them. 
 

PLEASE WRITE TO THE TURKISH AMBASSADOR 
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Your Excellency 
 
Drop charges against Amnesty staff immediately 
 
I am shocked to learn that human rights defenders in Turkey, 
including Amnesty International Turkey Director İdil Eser, and its 
Chair, Taner Kılıç, have been charged with involvement in “terrorist 
organisations”. 
 
They face up to 15 years in jail, along with many other human rights 
defenders, who have been subject to your country’s crackdown on 
any that oppose the regime. Every day, these women and men risk 
their own safety to defend others. They speak out for people’s 
freedom, they challenge injustices and they fight for everyone in 
Turkey to be treated fairly. 
 
Turkey has persecuted these people, just when they are needed 
most: when the independent media has been silenced, speaking out 
comes at a high cost and people are living in fear. 
 
Every day that these charges stand, the people they speak up for are 
left vulnerable to the government’s crackdown on freedoms. 
 
I ask that you use your influence to secure the immediate and 
unconditional release of Taner Kılıç, and that the charges against 
him, İdil and the nine other human rights defenders are dropped 
immediately. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
His Excellency Mr Abdurrahman Bilgiç,  
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey 
43 Belgrave Square,  
Belgravia,  
London SW1X 8PA 


